


Orphans and Vulnerable Children (OVC)
Grace School
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It is wind down time towards the rainy season holidays. The children are weary of school and getting up to mischief. It has been great to have some fresh input by guests from USA. Teaching innovative art and fun things like hand-bells has given our children new insights into school and learning. Soon they will have examinations and then rainy season school that will be more of sports, arts and clubs rather than academics.


While our guests from USA were here they also taught a Teaching Methodology Class for our teachers. The Head of the local Education Office attended and voiced his approval of this effort.

Sadly one teacher left for another job, now we are having substitute teachers until end of school terms that leave the children somewhat disorientated.
We are now making plans for the 2011-2012 school year to make an effort to improve teaching, classes and teacher’s performance as much as possible.
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Grace Village
Our babies are growing and we are happy with all the children who seem to simply adapt and reach out and love who ever is next to them. The Nannies or ‘Mogzites’ are turning into amazing child care givers. The sweetness towards children just like themselves, their willingness to play with them and go for dusty walks trailing small toddlers and older busy children never ceases to maze us. And they do it with joy; they spot problems and try to solve them of ask for help. 
Our Eden has had eye surgery. She has earned her stars!
[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]



Community OVC

The children are finishing up their school year, they come faithfully to collect their funds and sometimes a little extra if we have received gifts from abroad. Next week we start the Needs Assessment and Base Line Survey for Community Orphans and Vulnerable Children (COVC). This will clarify the needy areas and where we should be considering for emphasis.


We spoke with two young University Students who we knew about possibly coming to help us when they finish in July. A psychology major and a social anthropologist major; having qualified staff on board will go a long way to improve our influence in the community for the care and management of COVC. 

Elementary School Support (ESS)

Representatives from Rivers of Hope have come and seen the efforts expended by the Degana School for the first instalment and made suggestions for the future plans where the eventual outcome will be better.  

It is always a pleasure for us to have donors come and see how their contribution is being invested.
Grace Farm
This is the big topic at this time; we have money to build a bigger barn, and to increase our milk cow herd. We saw hydra form blocks in Mekelle that would enable us to build quickly and efficiently. 

We dream of having biogas and other environmentally friendly components for this farm. Your input would be of value. We do need to pass muster at the Agriculture and Charity government bodies that we will be doing this month.
The plan is to generate enough income to cover first the school and eventually Grace Village.
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Women in Need
Maternal Health

What a challenge this remains; one dear little 18 year old came today three months after her delivery. She was so excited to have her first baby, then she went into labour for four days, by then her father said to her husband – she must go to hospital. The baby delivered by forceps was dead and the pretty little mother left with a whole into her bladder leaking urine. 

2011 and still women, men and the community wait four days before bringing these little mothers to hospital. The need to telling the story over and over never ceases, the rural communities must be informed and encouraged to comply. This is one of the most valuable parts of our women’s activities.
Women with Childbirth Injuries
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Our cooks are finishing up their second grade and will be ready to go into 3rd grade soon. Our Wobete is finishing up her second month on anti tuberculosis medication and has gained five kilograms of what she lost and her pretty face is filling out. We are happy!
Tejey is blossoming here with us, working hard and helping and loving the babies. She goes home this weekend to explain her job to her mother.

Desta found out that she was very sick and felt she should return home to be with family; she was having trouble making it through each day. We saw her go with deep sadness.
Assembly / Dissemination of CDK 

We are moving right along with this activity. Lilay is working fulltime in Clean delivery Assembly making three hundred per week, we will soon have completed the two thousand for which we received funding for and will be ready to start on the next bundle.

The communities are now asking for these kits, realising that there has been a reduction of infection since the use of the Clean delivery Kits. 

Now as the rainy season comes upon us we have added little woollen vest knitted by wonderful women in UK to keep the little newborns warm.

Women’s Income Generation Activities


In Lemlem the women are investing in a cow in order to sell the milk and by products, there had been problems that have been largely resolved now and the women are seeing some profit. The Economist from Abraham’s Oasis has been to meet with them several times and they appear to want to move in a good direction.


In Kelakil we had faced some conflict from the community but after some judicious meetings with our staff the women’s cooperative are now back on track and wanting to continue. This activity will need more supervision as all are illiterate, quite a challenge for us! 
Gender Based Violence Awareness


One woman whose husband died and lives with an uncle who is her guardian; he refused a rough man who wanted to marry his niece. The man goes away but later captures the woman who has one child, and leaves her for dead. She was found and rushed to hospital but lost her uterus and will never have children because of the injuries sustained. How does one begin to restore her dignity?
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Donors

Funding come from regular donors to cover the costs of our resident children, the community orphans, the activities related to these, the special needs school, the staff needed. The running costs all come from you dear friends of Abraham’s Oasis. Also maternal health providing ready made kits and funds for making these, awareness raising transport costs for us to go and help and teach these poor women in some of the most remote areas of Ethiopia. The Self Help Groups of women so sadly abused their stories would break your hearts. Then there are the packages, the items sent so regularly, the guests coming to help in oh so many ways! Truly our joy is complete through your help for the women and children. Thank you so much!
Karin van den Bosch and Ruth C. Kennedy
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