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Midwives, Trainers, Traditional Birthing Attendents & Safer Birth in Chad - N'djamena, Jan 2009

SBCF Official Launch Reception - In June 2009, SBCF held an Official Launch Reception at the House of Lords, London. The event was an opportunity to present our work to date and future plans as well as hosting a networking platform for organisations and individuals concerned with maternal mortality. The event was well attended by members of Parliament, and the House of Lords and idividuals from the world of maternal mortality. 

Zonta Birthing Kit Delivery - March 2009:
The Birthing Kit Foundation, Australia (www.birthingkitfoundation.org.au) has delivered another 1,800 Zonta birthing kits to Chagoua and Farcha hospitals. Each birthing kit contains a plastic sheet, cord clamp, gauze swabs, sterile gloves and a razor piece - essential items for a hygenic delivery. SBCF has been working with The Birthing Kit Foundation to supply the two hospitals with birthing kits since 2007. We estimate that 4,000 kits are needed annually for both hospitals (roughly the number of deliveries taking place), so this latest delivery should last until September 2009. We are hugely grateful to The Birthing Kit Foundation for their assistance and support.

Farcha Plumbing Work - March 2009:
The plumbing work which was being undertaken at Farcha hospital is now complete. The hospital now has water going directly from the water tank to the maternity delivery room, the Doctor's consulting room, the laboratory and the bathrooms. This is a huge improvement for the hospital and we are grateful for the assistance we have received in completing this project.

2009 Training visit to Chad - Jan-Feb 2009:
SBCF conducted a two week training visit to two hospitals in N'djamena at the beginning of 2009. The focus of the visit was midwifery training, with the majority of the time spent in the hospital delivery rooms. SBCF were offered the facilities of the nursing and midwifery school in N'djamena (ENASS) for a two-day intensive teaching of theory and practice. Participants included Chadian midwifery trainers, midwives and TBA's from the two district hospitals and medical students. This teaching was followed up by a second week in the real-life conditions of the delivery rooms, working alongside the midwives, TBA's and students.




